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Key points
•	 You’ve continued to develop a fascinating and topical argument about art’s relationship with com-

munity, corporate and political power.
•	 I think you should repackage your chapter intros as more concise introductions to each chapter. They 

are good, but lengthy. Your full introduction is two pages long!!! That’s way too much.
•	 Can art expose ‘artwashing’? Is this what you are trying to propose as a question? It feels a bit vague. 
•	 The essay is messy in parts. It doesn’t feel like you really know how to present the case for or against 

corporate regeneration. Consider editing Chapter 1. It is not an elegant, flowing argument. Although 
all the ‘pieces’ are there. It doesn’t flow too well. In places this reads like pieces stuck together rather 
than leading from one to another. It doesn’t help that you pepper the text with so many quotes. 

•	 Don’t reiterate the same points. You do this when writing of “artwashing”. And try to make the argu-
ment elegant. 

•	 Sometimes the arguments go around in circles. Why don’t you ever give conclusive points? You are at 
pains to give every possible point of view: Banksy is graffiti or street art but is in fact attracting liberal 
elites! Phew! What does it all mean to you?

•	 You should consider making this essay all about “artwashing” - i.e. art used for the purposes of pre-
senting a positive but deceptive image of urban redevelopment. This would be more interesting. 
At the moment you have cut the core issues up into chapters which cover segments or ‘sides’ of the 
argument. But this gives the essay a fragmented, report-like quality which is unsatisfying to read. And 
as this subject is so interesting, why not focus on the way art and advertizing is used to deceive?

•	 Chapter 4’s section on the street artists is good because it sets up an interesting contrast to the cor-
porate vision of hoardings.

•	 The essay really needs more images to help illustrate your points. Placing a lot of images at the end 
isn’t as satisfying as placing them in the text where they are most effective.

•	 You should also try to find some of the positive motives for ‘regeneration’, because your perception 
sometimes comes across as overly negative, as if you have a personal axe to grind or as if regenera-
tion was inherently bad for the community. 

•	 Whether the artist engages with the community directly, is a choice the artist makes and very much a 
component of the artist’s process. But you seem to be setting this up as a form, process and content, 
that is somehow better than the hoardings of development corporations, when in fact, it has nothing 
to do with them and is quite a different thing altogether. 

•	 The word count is high. You really need to get this down to 5000 words including the quotations. The 



only thing you don’t put in the word count is the bibliography.
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