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General comments

• This is a well constructed and informative essay that is enjoyable to read. You have done a really excel-
lent job since the last assignment in clarifying and structuring you argument.
• The only thing left to do is fine tuning and tweaking sentences which are a bit ambiguous or poorly 
constructed. I’ve outlined a few in the notes below. But on the whole, you have done a remarkable job, 
stuck to your subject and explored it thoroughly.
• You have also illustrated the text very well with pertinent images.
• It is the sign of a good thesis that it raises new questions as it offers answers and critique of its own, and 
that is just what your essay does.

Abstract

• Define Gentrification because it has negative connotations in your thesis, but many would say it is a 
positive: improved environment, perceptions of ‘improvement’ etc. I know you go on to do this, but men-
tion the different connotations here.
• Excellent, succinct and clear abstract.
• The final sentence is a bit woolly.

Question

• The question is a bit obscuring. Do you mean: can art be honest when engaged to promote corporate 
interests?
• Don’t worry about sticking a single question at the top of your thesis. There are multiple questions here, 
not one. Your abstract has many questions.
• The title can be more what the essay is about at its core: “Regeneration and the Rhetoric of Art-washing” 
or “An Unseemly Marriage: Art and Urban Development”, “The Local Co-opt”...

Intro

• Co-opting means appropriating, it has connotations of usurping its object.



Benefits and pitfalls

• Check this: Beneath the veneer of (much reasonable) positivity corporate developers generate for their 
projects, less palatable elements of the redevelopments linger.
• Do you mean: Beneath the optimistic veneer that corporate developers generate for their projects, sinis-
ter effects emerge. (Develop the linguistic opposition: beneath to emerge).
• Check: A common problem with new developments is they drive rent prices up for [surrounding] locals. 
This comes around in a roundabout way, namely through gentrification when artists migrate to an unde-
veloped area with cheaper rental accommodation. (Comes around...roundabout way!!!)
• I’m not going to comment on every case of incorrect or ambiguous language, but just go through the 
text to make sure you are not make the above kind of mistakes.

Advert for regeneration

• I don’t think you need the little intros for each chapter. Or you could reconstruct them into a question or 
a few questions.
• I noticed in the Battersea advert, the ‘available white blonde women’, the two potentially gay men, the 
black man with a blonde women and two kids! How much of this feeds into hidden desires which foreign 
buyers have towards a place?
• Some text missing!
• Superimposing...not superposition.

Artwashing

• Contentious...but not saying anything? You mean contentious for the wrong reasons?
• Fig.5 name of artist?
• Some of your art analysis seems a bit tendentious. I’m not sure how Anna Francis’s work shown could be 
seen as a nothing other than a critique. It is not attractive nor void of content enough to be considered in 
your terms.
• I doubt whether any art will satisfy everyone.

A viable alternative

• Graffiti can have a message, as your figure 12 shows. What people object to is not the message but the 
placement.

Conclusion

• Picture or image?
• I like your understanding of self-aware art. This is a vital distinction in the art washing debate.
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